
 

      

 
             July 22, 2026 

First Congregational UCC 

PO Box 135  

Lake Helen, FL 32744 

 

Facebook: @LakeHelenUCC Website: https://www.lakehelen-ucc.com/

 

Tuesday, July 28 
• Litte Crafted Heroes crochet group 1:30 pm 

• Line Dancing 3:00 pm 

Wednesday, July 29, Bible Study11:00-Noon   

Wednesday, August 5 - Bible Study11:00-Noon   

Thursday, August 13 

• Council meeting 10:00 am 

• Crystal Bowl Sound Bath 6:30 – 7:30 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

A Note of Gratitude 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you all for the support and prayers these last few 

weeks.  Your reaching out made some very difficult days 

more bearable. It is very heartwarming to be part of such 

a loving and caring group. 

Rafi 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Braver Angels West Volusia 
A new group, part of a national cross-partisan, volunteer-led movement whose mission is to 

“inspire and equip Americans to practice courageous citizenship across political differences 

through skill-building, convening, and collaborative action”  has formed in DeLand.  Braver 

Angels West Volusia meets 3:00-4:30 pm on the first Thursday of the month at Marchetti’s 

Coffee Bar, 110 N. Woodland Blvd. Deland.  The group’s inaugural event, “Local or State 

Control? A Candidate Panel,” will take place 5-6 pm Thursday, July 23 at the DeLand Regional 

Library.For more information, visit: https://braverangels.org/ 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Upcoming Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Happy Birthday to:  

Pat Campbell, July 28 

Dora Miletic, July 29 

Terri Noddin, August 3 

Tina Habick, August 24 

  

 

Happy Anniversary to: 

Judi Beland and Anna Haskins 

July 30 

We have no August anniversaries 

 

https://www.lakehelen-ucc.com/
https://braverangels.org/
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A Snapshot of Our Finances 
 

In November of 2025, we as a Congregation approved a budget for 2026 with projected expenses 
greater than projected income by $8,215. We are now facing the daunting reality that our monthly 
income from all sources is not keeping up with our monthly operating expenses. While we have money 
set aside and designated for major building expenses, we are at risk right now of falling short of funds 
in the general account to pay our bills. 

While expenses vary somewhat from month to month, the following is a breakdown by category of our 
typical operating expenses and income based on averages of January through June 2026 actual 
numbers. 

 Average Monthly Expense  

  Administrative Expenses 645.08 

  Insurance-Liability & Property 2,759.50 

  Building Maintenance 383.34 

  Grounds Maintenance 125.00 

  Utilities (gas, electricity, water) 575.00 

  Contract Services (Accounting Fees) 196.21 

  UCC Missions (OCWM & Per Capita) 100.41 

  Payroll Expenses 2,979.88 

      $9,652.72 
 

 

Average Monthly Income  

  Fellowship Donations 22.50 

  Fundraisers 312.50 

  General Fund Interest Income 20.50 

  Miscellaneous Revenue  

  Outreach (Sound Bowls) 96.61 

  Use of Facilities 197.91 

  Weekly Offering from Envelopes 4,697.43 

  Weekly offering from Plate 347.83 

      $5,695.28 
 
Deficit $3,957.44 

 
As you can see, our giving is not keeping up with our spending. We want you all to know how grateful 
we are for your generosity in giving of your time, talents, and treasures. Nonetheless, we find 
ourselves in the uncomfortable position of asking—if you are willing and able—to put a bit more in the 
plate (or in your mailed offering envelopes).  

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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Sharing Our Love with the Community: “Little Crafted Heroes” 

Krisy Gonzalez is has suggested we start a group that crochets 

critters to be given to local organizations serving children or the 

elderly. Don’t know how to crochet?  The stitches are simple 

and Krisy will teach anyone who wants to learn. 

You can bring your own materials and equipment: a crochet 

hook of any size, yarn of any size (two colors, one of which can 

be variegated), scissors, and stitch markers. The sizes of the 

yarn and hook determine how large your critter will be.  Don’t have 

crochet stuff? That’s okay! We will have equipment and materials on hand for your use. 

All are welcome who want to help us share love with our local community. Bring a friend 

who likes to crochet or wants to learn! 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Prayer Requests  

Please contact the church office with your prayer requests so that we can provide an 

updated list.  Email us at LakeHelenUCC@cfl.rr.com or call 386-218-5976 (leave a 

message if we’re not available).

Ray Arroyo 

Jan Batchelder  
(Christy’s friend) 

Candy (our accountant) 

DeVeda (friend of Vicky & 

Suzanne) 

Chuck Fossler 
(Pat ‘s brother) 

Anna Haskins  

Tina & Martina Habick 

Frank Hotze  

Ashley Illian 
(Mary Jo’s daughter) 

Laura (Greta’s daughter) 

Donald L. 
(Ray & Rafi’s friend) 

Caryn Long 

Kathy & Ron Moghadas 

Carol Rambo 
(Blakes wife) 

Ed Raymond  
(Fran’s brother) 

Ellen & Jim Robinson 

Rafael Ruiz 

Sebastian Ruiz  
(Rafi’s grandson) 

Carter Smith  
(Suzy’s brother) 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

School Supplies for Volusia Pines Elementary School 

We’re collecting school supplies for Volusia Pines Elementary School through Sunday, August 16.  Here are 

some ideas for items needed for the classroom or for the students.  The staff and students are always grateful 

for any and all donations.   

For the Classroom 

• Ziplock bags (all sizes) 

• Reams of copy paper 

• Clore or Lysol wipes 

• Boxes of Kleenex 

• Hand Sanitizer 

• Dry Erase Markers 

• Wide ruled notebook paper 

For the Students 

• #2 Yellow pencils 

• Crayola crayons (24 pack) 

• Elmer’s glue sticks 

• Spiral notebooks (green, blue or yellow) 

• 2 pockets,3 prong folders (solid colors, no 

designs) 

• 1 or 1.5 inch 3-ring binders

mailto:LakeHelenUCC@cfl.rr.com
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August 2026 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
26 
 
 

2-3 pm Mass in 

Sanctuary 

27 

 
 

6:30-8:30 pm AA 

in Parish House 

28 

 
 

7-9 pm – PH 

NARANON 

29 
11-12 Bible Study 
 

Church Office Open 

9 am – 3 pm 
 

30 
5:30-6:30 PH 
Catholic Bible Study 
 

 

31 1 
8-10 am PH 
Sat Morning AA 

2 
 
 

2-3 pm Mass in 

Sanctuary 

3 

 
 

6:30-8:30 pm AA 

in Parish House 

4 

 
 

7-9 pm – PH 

NARANON 

5 
11-12 Bible Study 
 

Church Office Open 

9 am – 3 pm 
 

6 
 
 

5:30-6:30 PH 
Catholic Bible Study 

7 8 

9 
 

 
2-3 pm Mass in 

Sanctuary 

 

10 

 

 
6:30-8:30 pm AA 

in Parish House 

11 

 

 
7-9 pm – PH 

NARANON 

12 
11-12 Bible Study 
 
Church Office Open 

9 am – 3 pm 

 

13 
10 am - Council 

 

5:30-6:30 PH 
Catholic Bible Study 
 

6:30-7:30 Church 
Sound Bowls 

14 15 

16 
 
 

2-3 pm Mass in 
Sanctuary 

17 

 
 

6:30-8:30 pm AA 
in Parish House 

18 

 
 

7-9 pm – PH 
NARANON 

19 
11-12 Bible Study 
 

Church Office Open 

9 am – 3 pm 
 

20 
 
 

5:30-6:30 PH 
Catholic Bible Study 

21 22 

23 
 

 

2-3 pm Mass in 
Sanctuary 

24 
 

 

6:30-8:30 pm AA 
in Parish House 

25 
 

 

7-9 pm – PH 
NARANON 

26 
11-12 Bible Study 
 

Church Office Open 
9 am – 3 pm 

 

27 
5:30-6:30 PH 
Catholic Bible Study 
 
6:30-7:30 Church 
Sound Bowls 

28 29 

30 
Breakfast 

Church 

2-3 pm Mass in 

Sanctuary 

31 

 
 

6:30-8:30 pm AA 

in Parish House 

1 

 
 

7-9 pm – PH 

NARANON 

2 3 
 
 

5:30-6:30 PH 
Catholic Bible Study 

4 5 

 


